
                                                                     

THE BIRCH BARK 

   April 2023   
                          

                             HOURS OF OPERATION 

                   WINTER CLUBHOUSE HOURS  

 

              CLUBHOUSE 
8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 
Closed Wednesday 
8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. Friday & Saturday 
12:00 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. Sunday 
 
SECRETARY-TREASURER OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
Closed Wednesday 
8:00 A.M to 9:45 A.M. the 2nd Saturday of the month 
Closed Sunday 
 
MANAGER HOURS 
8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
Closed Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday 
      
SWIMMING POOL HOURS 
9:00 AM TO 3:30 PM Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 
Closed Wednesday 
9:00 AM to 7:30PM Friday & Saturday 
12:00 PM to 4PM Sunday 
                                 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

           White Birch Lakes Recreational Association 

                         4730 Lake Road 
                                 Farwell, MI  48622                                    
                                 Office: (989)588-7169     
                                 Clubhouse:(989)588-2853                                                         
Fax: (989) 588-4924 Web: www.whitebirch.org 

 

              2022-2023 Board                                                                                                

President Tim Boos 
 timboos@yahoo.com  
   
1st VP  Steve Brandle
 sbrandle84@gmail.com 
   
2nd VP Jim Ostrowski
 valmarco@charter.net            
   
Director  Phil Blaisdell
 philerin81@gmail.com 
   
Director Kevin Dombrowski
 kd460@sbcglobal.net  
   
Director      Steve Bryant
 sfbryant@yahoo.com  
 
Director Jenny Baker
 jen.e.baker@outlook.com 

                                            WBL STAFF 

Manager                     Michelle Waters admin@whitebirch.org 
Secretary/Treasurer Lisa Trojanowski ecoffice@whitebirch.org 
Clubhouse  Georgia Romine Kathy Jerred 
Lead Maintenance  Jess Johnson  supervisor@whitebirch.org 
Maintenance  Mark Mozek 

                      After Hours Maintenance (989) 588-7066 
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Per WBLRA 

policies, Members 

must be “In Good 

Standing” (current on 

assessments) before 

using any of the 

amenities. If a 

Member is NOT in 

“good standing,” our 

employees with 

direction from the 

Board will turn them 

away.  If a 

Clubhouse Attendant 

turns a Member 

away, it is based 

upon a list which is 

updated Every Friday 

afternoon before 

4pm.                                                      

        

                                                                      

 

  

Every Friday 9 am 
to 11:00am 

Donuts $1.00 

 

                                         Calendar of Events 

  Easter Egg Hunt      April 1                 3pm Clubhouse 

  Easter Dinner                         April 1                                4 pm Clubhouse            

  Board Meeting                      April 8     10:00am Clubhouse 

  Bingo                     April 15  1:00pm-3pm Clubhouse 

  Mother’s Day Breakfast     May 14  8 am-11 am Clubhouse 

  Fire Danger  

Please use extreme 
caution and follow the 
danger rating system 
posted by Smokey at the 
entrance/exit. 

       Campfire and Seasonal Wood  

If you see any downed trees or limbs on the side 
of the roads they can be taken by Members for 
campfires or seasonal firewood.  Please do NOT 
enter other Members lots for wood unless you 
have permission from the owner. 

      With Spring and the glimpse of melting snow upon 

us, the spring yard cleaning will begin.  Remember not 

to blow them out to the road. It causes road destruction 

when Maintenance grades. You can burn them or take 

them to the old maintenance yard.  Thank you  

                                                   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           The Titanic sank on April 15, 1912. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

        Trespassing  

Please be aware that, by leaving WBLRA by any other means other than 
the Entrance/Exit, you are trespassing on private property.  Please be 
aware that by opening trail, you are encouraging others who do not own 
property to come in on these unauthorized trails.  The only lawful 
means of ingress & egress into our Association is the Entrance/Exit 
gates on White Birch Lane at the front of our Association.  We 
encourage all Members to use the gates exclusively, as intended. 

                 Recreation  

A current copy of the DNR ORV handbook is available in the 
office.  Let’s all have a great time and enjoy ourselves, 
safely.  Slow down at stop signs and watch for others.   

                                 

“Slow down you move to fast, you gotta make the 
moment last.” 

 

“Let’s get a little mud on these tires” 

       Purchases 

It is recommended by the 
Board to verify the status of 
the Association fees with 
Lisa or Michelle before 
purchasing property in 
WBLRA.  You can verify 
taxes with Lincoln Twp. 

                                                    Yard Sales  

Yard Sale Saturday will be Saturday June 3rd from 9am -

5pm 

Sign up will be in the Clubhouse.  Look for further 

information as we get closer to the day. 

 



 
              

              April 23 

           National Cherry Cheesecake Day 

 

Ingredients 

  

1 prepared graham cracker crust  

• 2 (8 ounce) packages cream 

cheese  

• 1⁄2 cup sugar  

• 2 eggs  

• 1 teaspoon vanilla  

• topping  

• 1 can cherry pie filling 

 

• Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

• Place the cream cheese in a bowl 

in the microwave. 

• Microwave it on the defrost 

setting for a couple of minutes to 

slightly soften the cream cheese 

(This is so that you don't kill your 

mixer when beating the cream 

cheese). 

• Add sugar to cream cheese and 

beat it with an electric mixer until 

smooth. 

• Add eggs and vanilla and blend 

until smooth. 

• Pour into ready-made crust. 

• Bake at 350 degrees for 25 to 30 

minutes. 

• Note: The cheesecake is done 

when the sides are puffed- The 

center will not be as puffed- It 

will be possible to jiggle the 

center slightly but it will not be 

runny. 

• Let cool. 

• Top with cherry pie filling and 

chill. 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
Constant Contact Signup link has been posted to the Facebook 
Page. 
 
The Board voted and the return to camping date is Friday May 12, 
2023!   
 
Spring and Summer are fast approaching!!!!  Can’t wait!!  Please 
make sure you fill out the appropriate forms when doing lot/home 
improvements and have the approval posted (visible to the road) 
Forms are available in the Clubhouse or online, and turn into 
Michelle in person or by email Supervisor@whitebirch.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
         

       

 

 

 

         DID YOU KNOW? 

 

 

 
         
          

 Small animals that hibernate are usually coming out of their burrows in 
April. The birds fly back northward and settle down to have their families. 
The bees and butterflies begin to gather nectar from the first flowers of 
the season.  

 

https://www.food.com/about/graham-cracker-376
https://www.food.com/about/cream-cheese-506
https://www.food.com/about/cream-cheese-506
https://www.food.com/about/sugar-139
https://www.food.com/about/egg-142
https://www.food.com/about/vanilla-350
https://www.food.com/about/cherry-218
mailto:Supervisor@whitebirch.org


 

             
   

 

 Saturday June 3, 2023 

9 am-5 pm 

Signup in the Clubhouse  
  

 

 

 



 

 2023 Application for Absentee Ballot 

White Birch Lakes Recreational Association Election 

 

1. White Birch Lakes Recreational Association (WBLRA) By-Laws provide that Members may vote by 

Absentee Ballot by requesting a ballot in writing. 

 

2. If you choose to vote by Absentee Ballot in the 2023 WBLRA election, you must complete this application 

and return to the POST OFFICE BOX listed below or deposit it in the locked Election box located in the 

Secretary/Treasurer’s office during business hours. 

 

3. Absentee ballots will be sent out AFTER Thursday, June 15, 2023.  To receive an Absentee Ballot, this 

application must be received AT THE POST OFFICE or be deposited in the locked Election box located in 

the Secretary/Treasurer’s office during business hours BEFORE Thursday, June 29, 2023. No other 

application will be accepted. 

 

4. FIRST AND LAST NAME OF VOTER______________________________________________________ 

 

MAILING STREETADDRESS AND/OR P.O. BOX #____________________________________________ 

 

CITY, STATE & ZIP CODE_______________________________________________________ 

 

5. LOT NUMBER(S)_______________________________________________________ 

You may only vote for lots upon which you pay assessments-NOT CONTIGUOUS LOTS. 

 

6. MEMBER’S SIGNATURE______________________________________________ 

                                                              MUST BE SIGNED 

7. Member’s Signature: (By signing this application, this certifies that they are an owner of the listed lot(s), that 

they are a member in Good Standing, that they intend to submit an Absentee Ballot for the lot(s) listed, and they 

will not permit a non-member, or member not in Good Standing to vote using the Absentee Ballot(s) they will 

be issued.) 

 

8. RETURN THIS COMPLETED APPLICATION BY U.S. MAIL TO: 

 

White Birch Lakes Election  (or the locked Election box located in the Secretary/Treasurer’s  

P.O. Box 839                                    office during office business hours) 

Farwell, Michigan 48622 

 

9. Applications for Absentee Ballots MUST BE received BEFORE Thursday, June 29, 2023 to receive a 

voting ballot(s) by mail. 

 

10. ABSENTEE BALLOTS MUST BE MAILED AND RECEIVED ONLY AT THE POST OFFICE BOX 

BY 4 PM, FRIDAY, JULY 14, 2023 TO BE COUNTED.  

 

11. If you do not receive an Absentee ballot by Friday, July 7, 2023, please contact the Election Committee 

Chairperson, Teresa Stephens 989-339-1417. 

 

Office Use Only  

Membership Status Verified________ (initials) Not Verified__________ (initials)         Revised 10/13/2022 
            

 



 

       

JUST  A  FRIENDLY  REMINDER 

 

ANY  IMPROVEMENTS  TO  YOUR PROPERTY 

 

NEEDS  TO HAVE A WHITE  BIRCH  PERMIT. 

                       

PLEASE  OBTAIN THE NECESSARY FORM 

FROM  MICHELLE  IN  THE  OFFICE.  

 

THIS INCLUDES TREE REMOVALS, DRIVEWAYS ETC. 

ONCE YOU PULL A PERMIT, PLEASE POST IT ON YOUR 

PROPERTY SO IT IS VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD. 

 



 

 

White Birch Lakes 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

April 8 2023 



 
(Meeting conducted at the Clubhouse) 

 

 I.   Call to Order:   

 

 President Boos called the meeting to order at 09:59 am. 

 

Board Members Present: President Boos; Directors Blaisdell, Brandle, and Dombrowski 

also, Secretary/Treasurer Lisa Trojanowski and Manager Michelle Waters   

Board Members Attending by Teleconference/GoToMeeting:   None 

Board Members/Others Absent:   Director Baker, Bryant and Ostrowski 

  

Note: There were approximately 3 on GoToMeeting and approximately 10 Members in Attendance at the Clubhouse. 

   

The Invocation was given by President Boos. 

    

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present and listening. 

 

II.             Additions to the Agenda: 

 

  

   

III.     Approval of Minutes: 

 

 (1) Director Brandle moves to approve the minutes from the March Board Meeting, 2nd by Director Blaisdell. 

               All Ayes, motion carried. 

 

                                     

IV.   Secretary/Treasurer's Report:  Lisa Trojanowski reported the following, 

 

“As a matter of transparency, I am letting the board know that after a review of the financials at the end of 22-23 fiscal year, it looks like we 

have a little surplus.  I am transferring $50,000.00 to Capital Improvement because we had no deposits last year in this account, the bank has 

stated they will raise the interest with this deposit and the money will still be available for any emergencies that will arise.  I am also moving 

$20,000.00 to a 6 – month CD at Mercantile Bank, they are offering 4% interest at this time. The thought is that it will earn more interest and 

still be liquid for the end of the year when it will be needed.  Also, the Electrical Escrow 15-month CD will come due next week, I am going 

to switch it to 14-month CD at 5% interest at this time.”  A handout was in the Board packets with the breakdown of the entire plan.  The 

surplus was approximately $50,000.00 and $20,000.00 are funds that will be needed at the end of next year.   

  

  (2)  Director Dombrowski moves to approve the financial reports for March as presented, subject to the Auditor's approval, 

                     2nd by Director Brandle. All Ayes, motion carried. 

 

              (3)  Director Blaisdell moves to approve the April Payables as presented, 2nd by Director Dombrowski. 

                    All Ayes, motion carried. 

 

   

 V.  President's Report:  President Boos reported the following, 

 

 “In a couple of weeks, the campers will be returning.  This will be an exciting time for all.  Our staff is busy preparing for their 

return.  With the weather improving, lot clean-up will begin.  Please keep fires under control and not left unattended.  There will be 

confusion with Lincoln Twp ordnances and White Birch present C&R’s, please refresh your understanding of the C&R’s and follow 

the guidelines.” 

  

  

 

  

VI. Manager’s Report:  Michelle Waters reported the following, 

 

Road brining is scheduled for May 11th.   The crew will be out prepping the roads soon.   I ask that if you have a question for maintenance 

that you DO NOT stop your vehicle or ATV in the middle of the road so the grader or sterling has to stop.  This is not safe for anyone.  Please 

call the office if you have questions. 

The dumpsters will be placed by the campground the first part of May and the campground bathhouse will be reopened by May 12. 
The Portal Jons will be placed at the lakes the 1st week of May no matter which company we award the quote to. 

 

  

  



 
 VI.   Committee Reports: 

 

Activities Committee:  Marney Frank reported the following, 

 

Bingo was March 18th. We had a nice turnout and everyone had a good time. 

April 1st was the Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Dinner.  We had at least 46 people for dinner. There was a nice variety of delicious food and a 

lot of it.  White Birch has so many good cooks. Thank you to everyone who helped fill Easter Eggs, set up for the dinner, brought delicious 

dishes, helped clean up afterwards or hid the Easter Eggs for the Egg Hunt and helped with that. A special thank you to those on my activity 

committee and their spouses who do so much for the activities we hold.  Thank you to maintenance and WB staff for their help bringing 

tables, chairs and helping me with whatever needed to be done. We really have a great group of members and staff. 

April 15th we will have Bingo again from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. There is no charge for Bingo and everyone is welcome.  Prizes are candy bars and 

chips.  It is an afternoon of fun and fellowship.  Hope to see you there. 

May 14th will be the Mother’s Day Breakfast from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. Fred Witchell will be in charge of that like in the past.  Breakfast will be 

pancakes, sausage, fruit cocktail, juice, coffee and several different toppings for the pancakes.  Mothers and their families are welcome to 

come and enjoy a nice breakfast. 

Campground Committee:  Deb McDonald reported the following, 

 

“I am just waiting to go down and pull-out numbers and refresh them.  The Buyers Guide Box is ready to be painted, we are just waiting for 

warmer weather.  I would like to work on the White Birch Information Bulletin Board, it needs to be refreshed and I figured I already have 

the paint, I just need the permission to do so.” Permission was granted.  “It needs a new back and Michelle and I will look into getting some.  

We also want to make the rail up and fill with rocks because it is not very stable.”  “I just want to put it out there that I am not in favor of the 

fence that was decided to be put down at the campground.  I have a lot of issues, for one I don’t like how close it is getting to the actual 

playground because we have all had kids and little kids take off and go and if you are pulling in to park you are not going to see a little kid.  I 

don’t think it should be open to the road at all just maybe the backside grass area.  I wasn’t asked to go down and talk about the fence and 

that kind of offended me.”  Director Brandle clarified that the decisions made on the campground fence were before the new campground 

committee was formed. 

 

 

EPC & Conservation / Grounds Committee:  Bob Mitchell reported the following, 

 

 “There were septic fields, drain fields and tree cutting.  One is putting in a driveway and the other a well.  They were approved, we 

have one existing dock and I will try to talk to him today.  There has not been very much activity at this time.  I do want to address the Board 

on some things that I want to put to rest, one is the letters that the EPC is writing, the C&R’s dictate what the EPC Committee can and can’t 

do, and I do not feel I am going to take the letters to the Board to approve or disapprove, it is up to the EPC committee to do.  Because there 

may be a few people that get on Facebook and complain that do not know the facts on what is going on.  I do not think that should dictate 

what the EPC is going to do or what the Board should feel what the EPC should do.   You voted me in as chairman and we have 4 good EPC 

members and I think we can handle it.  If there is a problem, you can go to the President and the President will come to me or go to Steve he 

is the liaison and then it will be presented to me.  It is still up to the EPC to make these decisions, it is in the C&R’s, so I am going to put that 

to rest.  I don’t want to hear any more about the letters, they are done, they are explained well and if you do not understand them, I’m sorry.  

We did have 22 people that responded to my email and I went out and looked at them called them and it was taken care of.  There were a 

couple that were on Facebook, I messaged them and they would not give me the information or respond so they were not answered and it did 

not get taken care of.  And we have another one the Timber Lake fence, I went over and looked at it and everything is in compliance.   It is 36 

inches tall and within their boundary lines and they have a rope down to the water they can do that.  They own up to the water’s edge.  The 

only thing they did wrong is their permit was out of date.”  There was some discussion on the fence and was decided to table the discussion 

until after the meeting ended.  “One more thing I would like to address, this is not directed to the Board and I have mentioned this twice.  The 

EPC is not bias toward campers or homeowners, I hope I have made this clear it is the third time I have mentioned it everyone with a 

violation received a letter.” 

 

Conservation Committee:  Dawn Holzer reported the following, 

 

“White Birch Lakes did not qualify this year for Gypsy Moth spraying, which is wonderful.  We did not have the numbers this year, they 

were less.  We still need to stay diligent, if you see egg masses on your trees now be sure to scrap them off, burn them or put them in soapy 

water.  Put your traps out in the fall, because they are not going to go away, they are still going to be here. The more you can control it the 

better off we will be. We still have traps for sale in the office and also you can get them at the Conservation where Toni is ant that is 989-539-

6401. One big change this year for the county is that Clare County Board Commission has voted on changing the buffer.  In the past, when 

people received the letter, they could give us the buffer or not and it was 600 ft from the property line.  Now it is 100ft.  The Board voted that 

to go along with other counties.  And if you have tape on your trees now, go ahead and remove it because if you don’t and you move it too 

late it is going to scorch your tree where you had the old tape.  Take down the tape and put-up new tape.   

 



 
Finance Committee:  Dawn Holzer reporting the following, 

 

Dawn started to talk about the end of the year but the reports were not included in the Board packets.  The Board will have the 

reports emailed to them on Monday morning.  Dawn stated that her reports do show approximately a $60,000 surplus and she added a few 

lines that were not in the budget last year.  If you have any questions, please contact Dawn. 

 

 

Technology:  Director Blaisdell reporting the following, 

 

Director Blaisdell reported, that he heard that Verizon had secured a contract to put a pole in the empty lot next to JD market.  This was an 

April Fool’s joke on Facebook and is not true, But a good rumor non the less. 

  

VII. Comments from the Floor: 

 

 

1. Theresa Thompson, Lot# 752, “I know a lot of work has gone into the C&R’s and I think I said this way back when, but I would just 

like it noted that I think it should be broken down in sections for vote.  Because I think that it is unlikely the whole thing will pass.  I 

just hope that this isn’t like the politicians where they just throw everything in there even people’s personal agenda to get it passed.  I 

would just like to see it voted on and it’s the majority and is voted on in sections.” 

 

2. Phil Blaisdell, Lot# 225, “I would like to give a huge huge shout out to Lisa, Michelle and Jenny.  I got a chance to look at the new 

website that is up, it is absolutely phenomenal.  You guys did a great job.” 

 

 

3. John McDonald, Lot# 38, “Isn’t the Clubhouse getting Star link here?” 

 

 

VIII. Unfinished Business: 

  

In regards to the Agenda item, “Common Property Taxes Update,” Lisa reported that our office has received an email from our attorney that is 

in the Board packet and there is nothing new at this time.  He does want to meet with a few people but has not pinned down a time. 

 

In regards to Agenda item, “C& R Proposal Update,” Lisa reported that our office has received an email from our attorney that is in the Board 

packet and there is nothing new at this time.” 

 

     

 

IX. New Business:                      

  

 

In regards to the Agenda item, “Portal Jon’s quote”. 

 

 (4)  Director Brandle moves to accept Johnson Septic’s bid of $2350.00 for the portal Jons at $2,350.00 for the summer, 2nd Director 

Dombrowski.  All Ayes, motion carried. 

 

In regards to Agenda item, “Ratify email motion, Application for Absentee Ballot” Director Brandle clarified that this was an email motion 

because this needed to be done at the meeting because it needed to be in this month’s Birch Bark.  This is for the Application for Absentee 

Ballot only and the only changes are the dates to coincide with 2023.  For transparency we wanted the whole board to be aware and not everyone 

was able to attend this month. 

  

 (5)   Director Brandle moves to approve the revisions of the dates coinciding with 2023 on the Application for Absentee Ballot, 2nd 

Director Blaisdell.  All Ayes, motion carried.  

 

X.    Additional Comments from the Floor: 

 

4.  Dawn Holzer, Lot # 1103, “Just wanted to let you know that this week under our bird feeder we had a Bobbed White Quail.” 

 

5. Theresa Thompson Lot# 752, “I know it is a controversial issue and I am not necessarily pro one way or another but the whole garage 

sale thing.  Just some things to consider, I think there should be a survey or something now that we have the different communication 

methods and if people don’t respond that they can’t complain. But a thing to consider is having it on that weekend there are more things 

to consider than just the garage sale.  To me it brings in people from around the community, there is a higher volume of people that come 

up north at that time so when they see the lots for sale they see the community, so that is potentially future buyers.” 

 

 



 
  

(6)  Director Dombrowski moves to adjourn the meeting, 2nd Director Blaisdell, All Ayes, motion carried. 

 

 
   

Meeting adjourned at 10:35pm  

 

Submitted by, 

 

Lisa Trojanowski Secretary/Treasurer  

 

     

          


